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had at first languished, but was afterwards pressed with
vigour. The viceroy evacuated it with the regular troops,
leaving its defence to a body of hillrnen. They could not
save the fort; but the gallantry of their defence may be
judged by the fact that after its fall no less than seven
hundred Maratha widows burnt themselves as Satis. The
emperor garrisoned the fort with Maratha officers favour-
able to his cause under the command of one Krishnaji
Bhaskar Pandit". The emperor's choice ol a commandant
was unfortunate. For afterwards Pavashuram Trimbak
induced Krislmaji Bhaskar to admit a Maratha force, who
destroyed or won over the Moghul garrison.

To discuss the emperor's plan of campaign tho regent
called to Satara, which at Ramchandra's advice* ho now
made his residence, his chief officers It wiirf" a momentous
council, Eight years before, the regent, then a youth of
high promise, had left his country to the care of Ramchandra
Bavdekar and had slipped out into the darkness to cross
the peninsula in the disguise of a wandering beggar. His
chances of escape were but few, yet his death or capture
meant the final extinction of Maratha hopes, Through
imminent peril he had won his goal and at Jinji had
sustained a siege hardly shorter than that of Troy with
the skill and valour and more than the fortunes of Hector.
He had created armies, he had planned campaigns, he had
governed distant provinces, Well-nigh unbearable though
his burden was, lie had nobly and worthily borne it.
Through an endless darkness he had kept alive the f licker-
ing flame of his country's independence; and when the
emperor thought he had at last crushed him for ever,
Rajaram had re-appeared in hi** own kingdom and had once
again hurled defiance at the northern invader-

When the council opened Ramchandra the viceroy,
supported by his lieutenants, Parashuram Trimbak
and Shankar Narayan, advanced to the regent's seat*

* The descendants of Krishnaji Pandit arc still to bo found in Visbalgad state,
Kiyasat T, p. 638.